
From: Janice Wiles <gonativeskan@gmail.com> 
Date: Thu, Dec 12, 2024, at 2:09 PM 
Subject: Allocate existing BIL-ER funds to build a NYS native plant industry 
 

Jamie Andrews 
Legislative Aide/Correspondent 
Hon Representative Meeks 
5th District of NY 
(202) 225-8461 
jamie.andrews@mail.house.gov  
 

Dear Ms. Andrews, 

 

As you know, NYS desperately needs to create climate-resilient landscapes and build the 
capacity to recover from disasters like the Prospect Park Fire, Super Storm Sandy, and a 
growing list of climate-driven disasters. But without an industry to produce the plants 
needed to make New York truly resilient, we will fall desperately short of these objectives. 

 

A NYS native plant industry will create jobs and markets all across the state, and is 
supported by a broad range of interests, from New York State Ag and Markets to 
community groups concerned about local landscapes and pollinator loss.   

 

That's why we are asking you to contact USFWS/Department of the Interior to ask that 
$18.4 million be allocated from BIL-ER funds to build a native plant industry in the Mid-
Atlantic - starting in NYS.  

 

As a New York State native plant grower I can testify first hand to the shortage of native 
plant stock in the state.  But with your support, New York State is poised to be a national 
leader in this rapidly growing industry. Without these funds, not only will New York very 
likely miss this opportunity, but we will also be unable to supply the state with the plants 
necessary to recover from a growing list of climate-driven disasters.   
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On Tuesday I was in your office and was told to get back in touch if help was needed; it 
is.  Yesterday we, the Mid Atlantic Regional Seed Bank (MARSB, which includes NYS), met 
with US Fish and Wildlife Service staff* and confirmed that BIL-ER money remains and that 
for MARSB to receive funds would only require a simple amendment to an existing USFWS 
contract with MARSB. Senator Gillibrand's office has been working with us on this effort, 
and encouraged us to reach out to other delegation offices for support as well.   

     

We have a unique opportunity in the coming weeks to seize support for a new NYS industry 
and complement legislation to launch a native seed supply chain, currently on Governor 
Hochul's desk for signature. 

 

     Please find attached:  

• a Federal Funding Request Memo requesting $18.4 M for seed bank and cleaning 
facilities infrastructure and operations 

• BIL-ER funding analysis that shows spending has gone 6:1 west : east.  This lack of 
funding to the eastern side of the US reflects the long history of outsized support for 
western natural resource protection and restoration efforts.  

• 6 Part Program to develop a Native Plant Material Supply Chain 

     We appreciate your support, and look forward to hearing back from you.   

     Warm regards, Janice Wiles 

 

*Attendees at USFWS meeting on 12/11/24, Washington DC:   

• Peggy Olwell, Botanist, Division of Forest, Rangeland and Vegetation Resources, 
Bureau of Land Management 

• Tim Purinton, Senior Advisor, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service HQ 

• Patricia DeAngelis, Botanist, International Affairs, FWS HQ 

• Dana Bivens, Chief of Staff, National Wildlife Refuge System, FWS HQ 

• Amy LaVoie, National Wildlife Refuge System HQ, FWS 

• Tom Brumbelow, Native Plant Restoration Biologist, National Wildlife Refuge 
System, FWS HQ 
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• Wendi Weber, Regional Director, Northeast/Mid-Atlantic Region 5, FWS 

• Sharon Marino, Assistant Regional Director, Ecological Services, Northeast/Mid-
Atlantic Region 5, FWS 

• Pam Toschik, Assistant Regional Director, Migratory Birds, Northeast/Mid-Atlantic 
Region 5, FWS 

• Bill Arden, Assistant Regional Director, Science Applications, Northeast/Mid-
Atlantic Region 5, FWS 

• Scott Kahan, Regional Chief, National Wildlife Refuge System, Northeast/Mid-
Atlantic Region 5, FWS 

• Lauren Cruz, Regional Biologist, Northeast/Mid-Atlantic Region 5, FWS 

See BACKGROUND on importance of native plant and seed supply below my signature. 

-- 

Janice Wiles   
Owner, Go Native! perennials, LLC./(DBA) Doce Lume Farm 
Telephone: (240) 626 5209 
Email: gonativeskan@gmail.com> 
Growing native perennial plants for restoration and landscaping 
- to protect Skaneateles Lake drinking water and provide critical wildlife habitat 
Board Member, Mid Atlantic Regional Seed Bank (MARSB, Inc) 
Director, ReWilding CNY, Inc. 
Mailing address:  100 E Lake Rd, Skaneateles NY 13152 
 

BACKGROUND 

 

Supporting Clean Water, Increasingly Intense Stormwater Infiltration and Natural Filtration 

• Native plants have long and robust root systems, essential for absorbing water, 
reducing stormwater runoff, purifying water and for recharging groundwater.  Far left 
on the image below shows turf/lawn grass (1 " roots) vs native plant roots.  Lawns 
are compact surfaces that let little water percolate, whereas deep rooted 
perennials create root holes in the soil that loosens soil and makes fissures and 
holes for water to percolate downward - minimizing impact of intense rainfall. 
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• In the USA we convert 500 mi2/day to turf.  This is land that once was thicket, 
meadow, grassland, trees, shrubs, understory with deep rooted native vegetation.  

• Short grass does not sequester carbon like deep rooted perennials. 

Pollinator and Wildlife Decline 

• In 2022 the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation’s Empire State Native 
Pollinator Survey (2017-2021) published sobering data - that 38% of NYS’s native 
pollinators are in danger of becoming locally extinct, with some estimates reaching 
as high as 60%.  These are alarming statistics for agricultural producers, or for 
anyone. 

• In 2023 Richard Ball, Commissioner of Agriculture for the New York State 
Department of Agriculture and Markets, said "Pollinators play a critical role in our 
agricultural industries statewide. We depend on our pollinating populations like 
birds, bees, butterflies, and other insects to help our crops grow and support the 
agricultural economy. Together with our fellow agencies, our partners at Cornell 
University, and our hard working farmers, we are committed to conserving and 
growing our pollinator populations to ensure a strong future for agriculture and our 
environment in New York. "     



• We can only increase our pollinator populations if we give them (the pollinators) the 
habitat and food they need (- before it is too late and we don't have the populations 
to grow from).  Passing A9043 is imperative if NYS is to honor Commissioner Ball's 
and Ag and Market's commitment to increasing our pollinator populations in 
support of the NYS agricultural community. 

 

 

 



 

 

• Pollinator decline is risking loss of well over $575 billion in global crops. 

• Non native plants do not feed or provide habitat for our pollinators. 

• Native plant species provide local pollinators, birds, and other wildlife with food 
and vital habitat resources. Many local wildlife species rely directly on native plants 
and cannot survive without them.  

• Why is "local" important when it comes to native plants?  Plants and wildlife began 
to evolve together when the glaciers began to recede.  Plants that are locally 
adapted will better withstand climatic changes, increased rainfall and will serve the 
local/native insect and bird populations.  For example: plants that are native to the 
Midwest USA may not be native to NYS and may not serve as food and habitat for 
local native insects and other wildlife.  Plants from other continents most certainly 
do not service local wildlife - and offer either very little or no ecological service. 

• This Capitol Pressroom radio segment explains the importance of this bill. 
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• Today the bill sits on Governor Hochul's desk for her to sign.  Read this plea. 

Demand for Local Ecotype Native Seed 

• We (Go Native! perennials) get calls to convert acres to native herbaceous plants 
and grasses, which is great for water quality and biodiversity...but where do we get 
the seed and plants in sufficient quantities?  We are growing them and trying to 
expand, but what we do is nowhere near the scale that is required to address the 
biodiversity and water quality crises.  Currently I find seeds in ditches and on private 
land -- this is NOT scalable. As more land is converted, ditches mowed or sprayed, 
and native vegetation crowded out by invasive species - seeds are quasi-impossible 
to find.  We are unable to control development, spraying or invasive species - but we 
CAN control production of and more access to local (and appropriate) native seeds 
and plants if there were a supply chain.  

• 9 Element Plans are almost completed for the Finger Lakes.  They are the ticket to 
funding support for "creating sponges" (absorptive capacity to address polluted 
stormwater surges into creeks, streams and lakes) using large plantings of deep 
rooted native perennial plants to protect drinking water resources.  Where will we 
get all the seeds and plants that are needed? 

• There is growing interest in planting native wildflowers, grasses and sedges in 
ditches to help slow and filter polluted water.  Ditches are essentially pollution 
delivery systems to streams and lakes - so creating a filtering system is 
fundamental.  There does not exist a source for the seed that is necessary to either 
plant or to grow plugs for ditch restoration. 

• Residential rain gardens are in demand, and the gardens need native plants. 

• One might wonder why we don't buy from large nurseries that advertise "native 
plants" for sale.  If there are any "native species" they are more often than not 
cultivars of native species, and not the true straight species.  Cultivars are 
genetically modified plants to favor (human interest in) bloom color or timing, often 
at the expense of nectar and pollen for wildlife. Truly not optimal if we are trying to 
feed and house pollinating insects so that they reproduce. 
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